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NEWSLETTER
Dean’s Corner
2010 promises to be an exciting and productive 
time for the faculty and students of SIGS. Our 
faculty have an ambitious research agenda and 
will continue to share their expertise in regional 
affairs and security studies with leaders in the 
Departments of Defense, State and Homeland 
Security. Our educational programs -- held in 
residence at NPS, across the country, and around 
the globe -- are contributing in meaningful 
ways to enhancing U.S. national security and 
building partner capacity. We are the focal 
point of education for Foreign Area Officers in 
all the services and look to expand and develop these programs 
throughout the year. I am proud to lead this organization and look 





DRMI Conducts Workshops in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan 
In November, 
senior lecturers 
Al Polley and Don 
Bonsper conducted a 
workshop with Tajik 
officers from the 
Ministry of Defense, 
Committee for 
Emergency Situations 
and National Guard in 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan. 
They also held one 
with Kyrgyz officers 
from the Border Service, National Guard and Interior Forces 
in Bishkek, Kyrgyzsta. Both workshops focused on key concepts 
associated with a top-level resources management system—with 
emphasis on several key cost and budget analysis concepts including 
how to assess and make tradeoffs between competing alternatives 
at two levels of analysis. The workshop format used for both 
events allowed for a free-flowing exchange of ideas and discussion 
of issues relevant to the participants. NPS’s Defense Resource 
Management Institute (DRMI) is already planning additional events 
for 2010 in both countries. 
Al Polley (left) and Don Bonsper (right), 
with Tajikistan workshop participants, 
wear regional hats from Tajikistan.
FAO Web Opens Early for Warrior-Diplomats in 
Afghanistan
The Joint Foreign Area Officer Skill Sustainment Pilot Program, 
housed at NPS, opened a portion of its soon-to-be-launched 
FAOweb for Foreign Area Officers (FAOs) stationed in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.   
FAOweb, opening in January, is an online portal that will provide 
distance learning and community networking for FAOs across the 
four services – Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines.
Lt. Col. Rich Outzen, Liaison Officer of the Commander of the 
International Security Assistance Force to the Regional Command 
Capital in Kabul, requested early access to the site to share 
lessons learned and best practices among FAOs in country and 
to help prepare those slated to arrive shortly in the AfPak region. 
FAOweb's value as a critical communication tool prompted 
Outzen to request an early launch of select parts of FAOweb, 
including a document repository and discussion board.      
FAOweb will have a skills sustainment component made up of 
short courses, language courses and specific community sites, and 
a range of professional networking features that will allow FAOs 
to connect via discussion boards, blogs and video chat. 
The new site meets a genuine need within the community by 
creating one location for FAOs across the globe and the four 
services to connect, share information, and brush up their culture 
and linguage skills via a secure web portal. 
CSRS Provides “Tools for Cross-Cultural Understanding”
In December, the NPS 
Center for Stabilization 
and Reconstruction 
Studies (CSRS) offered 
a 3 1/2 day workshop in 
cross-cultural learning 
and communications for 
people engaged in peace 
operations, security sector 
reform, humanitarian 
assistance and sustainable 
development activities in 
December. The workshop provided practitioners with a cognitive 
framework for understanding cultural differences encountered 
when deployed for stability and reconstruction operations. 
 A central theme of the conference was self-awareness and 
cultivation of one’s ability to recognize invisible cultural influences 
that frame and guide habitual ways of thinking and behavior. 
Participants explored how the use of stories, metaphors and 
rituals affects different patterns of thinking. They delved into 
deep culture, the ways collective identities, embedded in shared 
historical memories, manifest and evolve in times of political crisis. 
Participants also examined how to turn cross-cultural differences 
into opportunities for constructive relationship building in volatile 
post-war contexts. During the conference, participants practiced 
approaches to creating cross-cultural synergy with the end goal 
of transforming conflict into workable exchanges and modes of 
communication. 
Participants came from government civilian agencies, the armed 
forces, non-governmental and inter-governmental organizations, 
and represented nine countries—the Philippines, Nigeria, Burundi, 
Italy, Tanzania, Ivory Coast, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and the U.S. 
Congressman Farr addresses 
conference participants
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Global Center Hosts 3rd Annual Consortium Directors’ 
Conference
CCMR Trains Future UN Peacekeepers in Japan 
The NPS Center for Civil-Military Relations (CCMR), acting on 
behalf of U.S. Pacific Command, jointly conducted with the gov-
ernment of Japan a high-visibility Global Peace Operations Initia-
tive (GPOI) Senior Mission Leaders (SML) course October 19-30, 
2009, at Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tokyo. This significant 
training event prepared senior international personnel to be lead-
ers of UN peacekeeping missions. GPOI is the premier U.S. gov-
ernment peacekeeping training program. CCMR is a top provider 
of training within the program.  
The SML course directly supports international efforts (e.g., the 
G8 Action Plan, UN Member States) to expand the available glob-
al pool of peacekeepers: more narrowly, leadership available for 
consideration as Senior Mission Leaders. This was the first SML 
course taught by member states - a departure from prior practice. 
The course was a resounding success and demonstrated that the 
U.S. government – 
through CCMR -- 
has the ability to 
substantially ex-
pand key elements 
of UN peacekeep-
ing training.  
Course partici-
pants, comprised 
of 26 military, law 
enforcement and civilian officials from 13 countries through-
out the Asia-Pacific region, were exposed to the issues impact-
ing current UN mission leaders, including public information and 
the media; disarmament, demobilization and reintegration; peace 
building; rule of law; protection of civilians; gender-based violence; 
security management; humanitarian affairs, human rights; and in-
tegrated mission management among others. As a result of their 
involvement in this course, participants were added to the pool 
of experienced leaders the UN considers when they select senior 
management teams. Participants may also serve as mentors to na-
tional efforts to expand peacekeeping capabilities upon returning 
to their home countries.
CCMR conducts it GPOI training under the rigorous guidance of 
UN-established training standards. The faculty for the event was 
comprised of a multinational group of instructors with broad in-
ternational peacekeeping experience, including four former lead-
ers of peacekeeping missions, a facilitator team with over 50 years 
peacekeeping training experience, and guest lecturers from UN 
Headquarters, Japanese peacekeeping-related institutions and on-
going UN peacekeeping missions. 
The CCMR event was deemed a tremendous success, meeting 
all course objectives and resulting in an increase in Senior Mission 
Leader availability. At the conclusion, the government of Japan ex-
pressed its appreciation to U.S. Pacific Command and CCMR for 
the efforts of all parties in planning and 
conducting the GPOI activity. 
In October, the Global 
Center for Security 
Cooperation hosted its 
third annual Consortium 
Directors’ Conference 
designed to increase 
cooperation, improve 
collaboration and maximize 
members’ ability to perform 
their missions effectively and efficiently.
In the two years since the Global Center opened, its consortium 
membership has more than doubled. The rapid growth has 
enhanced the Global Center’s ability to coordinate, integrate, and 
de-conflict capabilities for its members and to provide a more 
comprehensive picture of ongoing events for the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, the Defense Security Cooperation Agency 
and other customers. 
“Members of the consortium have varying capabilities to develop 
sophisticated assessment and methodologies,” said Tom Ellzey, the 
Executive Director of the Global Center. “The conference served 
as a place for members to utilize existing systems to monitor and 
enhance programs.” 
Each of the unique institutions in the consortium provides 
education and training to international students from partner 
countries. The Global Center maintains a shared events calendar 
for consortium members, allowing everyone to keep abreast of 
the training and events going on across the globe at any given time. 
Dr. James Wirtz, Director of the Global Center, remarked “My 
vision for the Global Center is to provide a venue for our member 
education and training centers to exchange ideas and best 
practices…we can also help better leverage our limited resources 
so that our nation can obtain the maximum positive impact from 
the education we provide to our partners and friends.”
CHDS Research Flows Beyond Classroom to U.S. 
Waterways
Center for Homeland Defense and 
Security (CHDS) alum Andre Billeaudeaux 
has extended his graduate research at NPS 
into a new Coast Guard initiative called 
the Citizen’s Action Network, or CAN. 
The CAN is a network of well-informed 
coastal residents who act as the Coast 
Guard’s eyes and ears on demand, standing 
watch on behalf of the Coast Guard. CAN 
members help locate missing vessels, offer 
on-site weather observations and serve as 
an all-hazards watchdog group. 
The 350-member network covers both busy ports and lonely 
stretches of waterways in the Pacific Northwest, an area where 
the Coast Guard’s resources are stretched thin. CAN has less 
rigorous membership requirements than the longstanding 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, a group that helps with administration, 
recruitment and training of CAN members. 
Currently, the CAN program operates on waterways in Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington. There is also a similar Canadian group 
in British Columbia that operates through the Royal Canadian 
Billeaudeaux
Mounted Police.
The Coast Guard just recently established a CAN in the upper 
Gulf Coast along the shoreline that stretches from south Texas to 
the Florida panhandle and includes the waterways of the Mississippi 
River, Lake Pontchartrain and the Intracoastal Waterway. Another 
CAN program is being explored in the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina as well. 
www.nps.edu/sigs
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CCC Hosts Strategic Dialogues with India, Pakistan, 
Gulf States
The Center for Contemporary 
Conflict (CCC) hosted three strategic 
dialogues in September and October 
2009 that have helped improve 
relations between the U.S. and India, 
Pakistan, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates. The 
talks brought together former and 
current government officials, military 
officers and regional specialists to 
candidly discuss their rapidly changing 
strategic environments. Topics highlighted during the discussions 
included nonproliferation of WMD, the war on terrorism, military 
capabilities and challenges, and threat perceptions. 
The U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue, held in New Delhi, was led 
by National Security Affairs (NSA) professor S. Paul Kapur with 
research assistance from Maj. Jude Shell of the U.S. Marines. India’s 
Institute for Defense Studies and Analysis jointly organized the 
event with NPS, which brought people together to discuss the 
current state and future trajectory of the U.S.-India strategic 
relationship. The talks included the strategic partnership between 
the two countries, prospects for regional arms limitations, 
India’s rapid economic growth, managing dual-use technology 
proliferation, and challenges in the Pakistan/Afghanistan region. 
The U.S.-Gulf States Strategic Dialogue, held in Dubai, UAE was 
led by NSA faculty members James Russell and Daniel Moran with 
research assistance from Meghan Holcomb and Nick Masellis. 
The Gulf Research Center helped organize the event. Participants 
discussed the role of extended deterrence and security assurances 
in the regional security environment, especially in light of growing 
concerns over Iran’s nuclear ambitions and regional objectives. 
Attendees stressed the need for 
continuous, active engagement 
among security partners, the 
importance of a sustained U.S. 
military presence in the region and 
recognition of regional diversity. 
The U.S.-Pakistan Strategic 
Dialogue, held in Dubai, UAE, was 
led by NSA faculty member Feroz 
Khan with research assistance 
from Nick Masellis. Participants discussed the critical issues 
affecting the strategic relationship between the two countries, 
which included political developments and deteriorating internal 
security within Pakistan and Afghanistan, extremist militancy from 
al Qaeda, Taliban and their sympathetic factions, nuclear security, 
disarmament and nonproliferation in light of the Kerry-Lugar Bill, 
and the impact of the growing U.S.-India relationship. 
The strategic dialogues are supported by the Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency’s Advanced Systems and Concepts Office. 
Dialogue attendees 
participate in round table 
discussions
NPS Hosts International Security Studies Conference
On October 15-17, 2009, several SIGS faculty members 
organized and hosted the 2009 annual conference of the 
International Security Studies Section (ISSS). ISSS is part of the 
International Studies Association and the International Security 
and Arms Control Section (ISAC) of the American Political 
Science Association. The conference is an annual event that brings 
leading scholars in security studies and arms control together 
with government practitioners and analysts, and experts from a 
wide variety of organizations and countries to discuss many of the 
most pressing issues in national and international security.  
Approximately 200 attendees took part in the conference, with 
some 140 papers presented in 35 panels, making it ISSS-ISAC’s 
largest conference ever. Faculty and students from the NPS 
National Security Affairs, Center for Civil and Military Relations, 
and Defense Analysis presented, alongside scholars from the 
Naval War College, Monterey.  
Conference papers, speeches and discussions followed the theme 
of “Insecurity and Durable Disorder: Challenges to the State in 
an Age of Anxiety.” Professor Scott Sagan of Stanford University 
served as Keynote Speaker, discussing the topic “Nuclear Power 
without Nuclear Proliferation?”    
The conference was co-sponsored by NPS’s Center for 
Contemporary Conflict, the James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies at the Monterey Institute for 
International Studies, L-3 Communications and the World Affairs 
Council of Monterey Bay.
Dialogue participants 
Dr. Jomana Amara Receives Fulbright Grant for Jordan 
Study
Dr. Jomana Amara, a faculty member 
with the Defense Resources Mangment 
Institute (DRMI), received a Fulbright grant 
from the Fulbright Scholar Program. She 
received the grant to determine the extent 
of fiscal decentralization in Jordan. U.S. and 
partner countries around the world support 
the Fulbright Scholar Program, the U.S. 
Department of State’s Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs flagship international 
exchange program. 
Dr. Amara will generate measures that reflect the extent of 
sub-national autonomy, discretion in expenditures, and taxation 
arrangements between the central government and all the sub-
national authorities. 
Specifically, Dr. Amara will work to identify all the national and sub-
national authorities in Jordan and their mandated responsibilities; 
use Bahl (1999) characteristics of fiscal decentralization to 
determine the extent to which Jordan is committed to fiscal 
decentralization; generate decentralization measures for the 
country and determine composition of sub-national revenues, 
grants, and expenditures; analyze the impact of decentralization 
on macroeconomic stability, economic growth, and public sector 
size; compare Jordan’s results to other transition countries such as 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovenia, Slovak Republic and developed countries; 
determine if any additional fiscal decentralization measures need 
to be defined to account for the amalgamation of municipalities 
such as Amman, Irbid and Zarqa; and make recommendations for 
fiscal decentralization.
Starting in August 2009, Dr. Amara is in Amman, Jordan for one 
academic year.
Dr. Amara
